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Smith-Stewart is pleased to present A VERY REAL AND VERY DARK TIME, the US solo 
debut of New York artist BRIAN LUND. The exhibition features ten new graphite and 
color pencil works on paper that range in scale. 
 
Lund’s pencil drawings feature a self-invented visual vocabulary, consisting of a complex 
system of dots, dashes, lines, and numbers, among other notations, that translate the 
vast editing systems of Hollywood films into abstract compositions. 
 
In the past, the subjects of his work have included major blockbusters like “Rambo” and 
“Diehard” and infamous flops like “Gigli” and “Showgirls”. The show at Smith-Stewart 
features ten drawings, all-focusing on several films of the late American choreographer 
and director Robert Louis “Bob” Fosse – Sweet Charity (1969), Cabaret (1972), Lenny 
(1974), All That Jazz (1979) and Star 80 (1983). 
 
Why Fosse? For one, Lund finds a great deal of joy and pleasure in many of the film’s 
dance numbers and musical sequences. Also, Fosse explored a number of dark themes 
like obsessive behaviorism, the mechanics of an entertainment-based industry, social 
and cultural taboos, and personal tendencies toward self-destruction. Finally, a common 
thread in Fosse’s films is the stage and what happens behind it. His films travel back and 
forth in time, featuring many edits and perspectives and not one ends on a happy note. 
 
Lund’s practice allows him to envision motion pictures as integrated sets of sequentially 
based marks, mimicking the procedures involved in editing film. This synthesis of a highly 
involved drawing practice with cinematic exploration allows Lund to better recognize the 
portrayal of problematic conflicts, behaviors and situations inherent in the film sources 
themselves. Lund’s drawings function as dynamic places in which to examine the variety 
of ways in which particular social and cultural issues of our time are distributed to a 
contemporary audience. 
 
Brian Lund was born in 1974 in St. Paul, MN and currently is based in New York.  He 
received a MFA from SUNY Purchase College, NY in 2006. In 2008, Lund was a resident in 
the “Artist in the Marketplace” at the Bronx Museum of the Arts in New York and his work 
was featured in The Drawing Center, NY “Selections Spring 2008”. His work has also 
been exhibited at the Newark Arts Council, NJ, Real Art Ways, Hartford, CT, Moti Hasson 
Gallery, NY, Josee Bienvenu Gallery, NY. 
 
Smith-Stewart represents Nicole Cherubini, Paolo Chiasera, Georganne Deen, Jen 
DeNike, Kate Gilmore, Brian Lund, Ylva Ogland, Adrian Paci and Elif Uras. The gallery is 
located on 53 Stanton Street, between Forsyth and Eldridge Streets.  Gallery Hours are 
Wednesday through Sunday, noon to six. The nearest subway stops are 2nd 
Avenue/Houston Street on the F & V lines, Grand Street on the B & D lines and Bleecker 
Street on the 6 line.  For more information, please contact the gallery at amy@smith-
stewart.com, 212.477.2821. Or visit the website: www.smith-stewart.com. 
 


